Hve card ng ors

1. The Fve card najors systemis wddy played (a variation of the system
that the najority of players useinthe WK. It is the standard systemused in
nany European countries. The basic premise is that an opening bid in a
njor sut shons a least S5cards inthat sut.

The basic quidelines togpening a the 1-levd are
1 Youshoud open INT if the hand neets the reguirenents in suit
dstribution and points range. You can play any hcp range you |ike but
the nost popul ar are 12-14 or 15-17. Note that in France & Spain
strong NI openings are the norm A INTI openi ng hand has no
vadsingeton o 6 card suit/five cadnajor. It shodd nat cotan 2
doubl et ons.
2 If you do not open INT then open the longest suit wth the provi so that
if youopenin hearts or spades the sut wll have at least 5 cards.
3 If trerga gsitisalyd4cadinleghy genyor bete mmr sit.
4 Special guidelines apply to opening in a nminor when you hol d
a4 card n@or, Wth tw mnor suits of 4 cards open 1 di anond.
With two minor suits of 3 cards open 1 club.
5 A1 dianond opening bid always shows at |east 4 cards in di anonds
except when you hald two 4 card naj ors and a doubl eton cl ub hal di ng.
6 The opening bids of 1 club or 1 dianond nust be al erted because the
suit nay cotainonly 3 cards. Mjor suit gpenings are not dertab e

Wit about gpening bids a higher levd s and converti ons such as S aynan
ad Backwood etc.? These ae nat a fected in any vay by the requirenants of
the 1-levd qgpening bids so you can play any converti ans you wsh

2. Wat are the advantages of 5 card naj ors?

The nain advantage is that you can support an opening naj or suit
wth only 3 cards. Asecond plus point is that afit wth only 2 cards
in support is usually very playable. The suit does not have to be
rebid to show 5 cards. Hands containing another 4 card suit are
nuch easier to bid because the mininumlength of the first suit is
known so it does not have to be rebid.

3. Wat are the problens in opening a mnor suit?

Because you nay have to open wth a 3 card suit then you nay play a mnor
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suit cotract wth 7 or less trunps. If opponents overcdl your minor suit bid
thenit nay be dfficut to shovyor 4 card najor suit.

4. Qrening a n@j or suit

Withlma sut o a lesst Scacs bidit. Wth tw 5-card naj ors open spades.
With65inthe ngjas goenthe 6 card suit, axd hid and rebid the secod suit to
show 5 cards. @ open as strong 2 bid. Huinds wth a 6-card minor +a 5-card
naj or can be goened wth the najor (treating the hand as 55 in these slits)

Responding at the 1 or 2 levels

Responses even at the 1 or 2 level ae simlar to standard bidding. A
response at the one level shows 6 plus hcp and INT shows 6-9 hep wth no
suit biddable a the one level. Responses at the two level showat |east 8 hep
but toraiseinthe najor suit opened needs only 3 cards inthat suit Sowa
newd card suit in preference toraising the najor wth 3 cards. Db nat raise
drect tothethreelevd o higer wthaoly 3cads inthe najor suit.

Qrerers first rebid

A second suit shoul d al ways be shown if space al |l ows. The opener nay
have to rebid the 5card suit sonetines wth a weak hand so shoul d
have 2 honours in the suit. Rebids in no-trunps show the sane val ues
as in standard systens. A 5 card suit is usualy useful in a no-trunp
contract as well as as atrunp suit. You may rai se responders bid wth
3 cards rather than rebid the 5 card naj or

Responder s second bid.
Withavek had prfer a52fit inamja toapssbde 43inasecod sut
espddly if by ding so yau keep the cotract & aloer levd

5. Responding to a nmnor suit opening
Bdsuits upwards but wth a good responding hand bid a najor suit before a
mnor. Wth69hep, adno availdde sut a the 1levd, bid INT

Wsef ul Gonventions when playing 5 card naj ors
Ater partner s opening bid has been overcalled, any bid you would have
nade if the overcall had not been nade, is forcing. If you are prevented from
naking the bid because of the overcall, then the negative doubl e can be
used toindicate possibe interest in bath ubid suts.



1. The negative doubl e

This covertion is especia ly useful over a mnor suit opening bid by partner
vwhich is overcaled by opponent s n@jor suit, but nay be used over any
openi ng bi d/overcal | sequence. A doubl e by you shows

(i) 9puws heps, wthlikdy interest intw suits aher thanthe gpening bid suit
(ii) It isfadmg fa 1roud ad alertable

(iii) It isfa tékeat bu nay bele&t info prdties

(iv) It denies 4 card support for angpening najor suit bid

(v) It applies even up to an overcall of 2 spades by opponents.

Responses by part ner

(i) Bdanewsuit, or no-trunps wth 2 guards in the gpponent s it

(ii) AnewsLit nay occasiona ly be 3 cards

(ifi) Rbid the opening sut (shovs 6 if angor or a very good 5 card suit
headed by 2 honours; 5 or nore if a minor)

2The flexible 1 no-trunp rebid & the Gowhurst convention
Nornal |y a INT rebi d shows 15-17 hcp. However you can set the range from
12-16 hep thereby allowng flat hands wth 12 hep to be opened wth a ninor
suit instead of 1 NI This is useful when you are vunerable to avoid being
doubl ed. If partner responds a 1 level thenrebid 1 NI. If partner varts to go
on (needs 9 plus hep) then he can bid 2 clubos (Govhurst enqui ry).

Ater Gourst (2 clubs ) bd

(i) 2 dianonds = mini numhecps, no 3 card support, no unbid naj or

(i) 2d patrr s suit= 3 card suppart &12-14 hep. BHd at 3 levd wth 1516
(ifi) 2 of ubid njor =4 card unbid najor &12-14 hep. Bd 3 wth 1516
(iv) 2NI = 15-16 heps, no 3 card support, no 4 card unbid naj or

The Crowhurst 2C bid and any of the responses are. alertable. The two level
responses to Crowhurst are non-forcing , but responses at the three level are forcing.
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